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OF THE ” "om 
' Moſt Examplar 1% F E 
OF THE 
Right Honourable and Moſt Vir- 
tuous Lady Mary, Late Coun- 
tels of Shrewsbury. 


, Faithfully ColleQed out of the Wri- 


{+ tingsofa moſt Learned and Worthy 
| Perſon who attended her many Years : 


By a Gentleman, who by reaſon of his 
long acquaintance and much converſation 
with her can teſtifie the truth of all 
that is here rclated, 
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| ſed Virgin Mary his Mother, and on 


 Franths ; aproper time atd place for 
 thebirth ofa 


þ 
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Jo in the yearofour Lord r 599. 
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Her Birth and younger years: : 


ES 
C-« 


on the 4th of Ofober, that this our 
& Iſland, and particularly the City of 

 #Heſtminſter, was honoured by the 
birth of this Lady truly Noble by all 
Titles. It was in the houſe. of her 
great Uncle by the half-bloud Sr: 7ho- 
mas Parry Chancellor of the Datchy, 
that ſhe firſt began her courſe of mor- 
tality, which ſhe ſo holily paſt over ; 
and it fell out to be in a room which 
had been formerly a Chappel' dedica- 
ted to God in honour of the moſt bleft- 


the Feaſt of the glorious Patriark St. 


ff a perſon ſo much addiffed 
to paſſe her time tn the houſe of God, ; 
and ſo'true an" Imitatrefle of the ver- «1 
tues of that great Queer? of Heaveri, | 
EP Az and 


\: ©: 2) 
happy ercatgre ( whoſe life I am now 


from” giving trouble to others 
Farougaont the whole..courle of her 
life, ſo alfo did ſhe give none to my 
Lady'her:mother in her very bir ” 
'who though ſhe had ſuffered hard 

-bours of -all (the reſt of her childrgh, 


and of ſomeof them dangerous ; yet 


.ed as 1t were exempt by particular dif: 
PE nſation, from that. common curſe 


deſcent was very Noble on all ſides”: 

her father was Sir Francis Forteſcu of 
Saldey Knight of: the Honourable Or- 
der of the &uth, a Gentleman ofa very 
ancient knightly Family, he being an 
heir of Sr. #ohz Forteſcx: of the Privy 
Council.toQueen #/zzabeth and King: 
Zamesyang.delcended lincally through! 
'araceof noble Aunceſtors (-many.;bt! 
whom had ſerved their Princes in-e-! 
minent charges both Military:and Cir) y 


and that humble Saint. And as ; this. 


| Expoling, t to-publick wew-) was far 


-* 4n bringing] herinto the-world, ſeem- 


layd by God upon the whole ſex, Her | 
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s  gesto ſeveral of the Nobilify;; Yin'the:; =» 

V 15th generation from Sr! Richard For-. | 
of | teſcu Knight,.; whocame-1nto England 
'S. withthe Norman conqueſt. Her Mo» 
I ther the Lady Grace Forteſcny;as em: 


y nent-for her-virtue as ber; birth ,- was 
> ofthe-moſt jilluſtrious. Family; .of the ; 
i- AManinors, 'Eapls of Rutland and Tord; 
1» Kovs;' ſhe being-grandchild' to: Zhomas 
-t Niece unto Hezry, and Aunt to Fol: 
1- all Earls of thatplace,- | - Wt 
Tothis advaritage ofbloud God had” 
le aided that of {o- amiable+;and-{weet: 
Ir a diſpolition,-and;'of 10 ſolid-and live-. 
; Ip; wit and: judgment , ithat ſhe was; 
ft grateful to all perſons, afid- Very? Capar: 
r- bleofany knowledge, which he gk 
Y 15 -wont to poſleſs;; thistſhe;madeap-: 
n pear, in her perfeft andeaſy-learning/ 
'Y even, of thoſe ornamental, qualities, 
Ss which took-;up; the» beaſt. of - her' 
1h. thoughts, and in b ich aocofding to: 
bf theifa[bion-of other Ladies; of conditi-; 
2 on in thoſe: times ) ſhe -FaSci1n;; ;her- 
+ younger yeargbrought.up- i; i Though. 
T Aker er her _ married-(r0ut of ; ee: 
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great modeſty, and almoſt continual 


application of her ſelf to employments: | 
a higher ſtrain ) ſhe never, bur in- | 
juſt and unavoidable occafions ſpent a- I 


ny time in things of that nature. 

' But- it 1s not my buſineſs here to 
play the Herald, and to blazon her 
extraQtion; -or to dwell upon thoſe in- 
feriour tranſitory advantages of fleſh 
and'bloud; my aym is to paint out the 


ornaments of her minde, -and to ſhew-' 


how near ſhe was allied by her vertues 
tsthoſe Princes of heaven, the conſtant 


attendants-on the Throne:of God.' Of: | 


thoſe great virtues,” which were {0'e-' 
migentlypraQtiſed by her in her riper- 
ape, the gave many attſpictous Prog- 
nofticks even from herinfancy , her: 
lavethereofandinclinatiqn to all «Qi- 
lier years ,:and even pfeventing them.” 


No chitd could be more exatly duti-! | 
ful to her parents, 1ncompliance with! | 
whom ſheapplyed her felf-with that” | 


zealous idilgence and" ſucceſs to the 
_—__ . -. underſtanding 
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| | underſtanding of all the myſteries and 


articles of her faith and duties of a 


. | Chriſtian, as alſoofthe grounds of all 


the Ceremonies uſed in the Holy 
Church, that ſhe was capable. in her 


: very childhood of declaring and-ex- 


plaining them toothers, aid even then 
gave {o greata teſtimony of ſo unuſu- 


al a maturity of jadgement both in her 


cotmportment-, and all her a&tions, 


: | that the was thought fit, and actually 


had leave 'of *judicious and: learned 


Ohoftly Fathers to receive the moſt 


1 Bleſſed s Sacrament of the Altar, before 


| | ſhe was yet arrivedtoten yearsof age. 


And finally, ſhe grew to that. degree 


of Chriſtian perfe&ion even beforeſhe 
could write young woman, that: ſhe 
- hadan ardentdefire to give'over the 


; 


by | entred j into it, and dedicare her ſelf 


world, as ſoon it! a manner asſfhe-was 


to God by imbracin 2 reli tous life 


J | for love of him. But her parents ne 
> | ther giving way raſhly to Yhdlb deſires 
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| of tiers, nor daring expreſly to: oppoſe 


| thei, is of their "great piety; 
A 4 cauſed Wo 
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cauſed the caſe to be:conſulted with | 


Learned Religious men_! And upon 


0] 


I 


the caſting up of all' cixcumſtanges; | v 
wherein her delicacy of conſtitution , | 4 
and continyency in point of health had | h 


a great-part, they adviſed her to ſatisfy 
her ſelf with leading a yirtuous lite 1n 
the way ofa ſecular calling : where- 


upon ſhe knowing that obedience. ( in 


M, 


Z/ 


ſome caſes ) is better then ſacrifice,and - 
weighing. this truth in her wiſe heart, - 


that no body.( ſince heis'a party )) 15-fit 
to be a Judge in his own. ways; applied 
her ſelf to walk as perfectly as. ſhe 


could:in that ſtate, to' which hey -pa- 


rents; both ſpiritual and temporal;ad- 
vided: her ;;, And in; conſequence'to 
theſe counſels and adyile, ſhe was: be- 
ſtowed by-her friends, n, Marriage. at 
theagtof, x6. upon:that: Noble Perſon 
Fobn Talket then Eſquire , arid after- 


wards Earl of Shrewsbury, Nephew;ang 
Heyrtothat moſt Saintlike and Lgarn - 
ed Lord,,George Earl of Shrewsbarggwho 
reſolving to; live wholly, to God; even) - 


inthe world(astoall-mens admirati 
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(7) 
h! on he [did ) diſpoſed his Nephew iq 
n; Marriage to this Lady, 2nd ſetled his 
5 | whole Eſtate upon them and theirs. 
>| Andin that conditioa ſhe'lived moſt | 
d | happily and holily ( as will hereafter 
appear ) above ninetcen years. 


© F: 

t -mpents were.copvincing, teſtumonies. 
a As foonas; ſhe, xoſe. in the, morning, 
> . which was, inter and Summer; at an 
d early hour, -before ſhe thought f her 
4 drefle (the firfþ,and chigf: buſineſs, of 
0! worldly Ladies ) or ſpent any; the leaſt 
a time in. that grapy employmentor dif- 
 counle.; whatlogver , whereunto the 


duty 


Ce ned; 


; 


duty of her calling did not preciſely o- | 
blige her , ſhe proſtrated her ſelf on þ 
her knees, and in that devout poſture 
paſſed a full half hower with profound {1 
ſilence of the tongue, but with vehe- ?--, 
ment affetton of the heart, in offering , #} 
to God that gratefull Incenſe of de- j, | 
 vout prayer, accompanied with ads gjt 
of an ardent love of his divine Majeſty, {e] 
ofa moſt ſenfible gratitude for all be- gec 
nefits, and an entire reſignation of her gn] 
felf, and all her concerns unto his di- pal 
ſpoſal, #nd Irkewiſe with a moſt hear- ya 
ty andzeatous oblation ofall her a&t jj{h 
ons, thoughts, and words-to his Bo- ſuc 
nour and Glory ; and for the Petiri- xi 
oning part of her devotion, it atined xjg 
not at temporal bleſſings, but onlyat jng 
the obtaintng of his grace toavoid fin'; He1 
and rather rhen to 1ncur' the guilt of thc 
any that was mortal, ſhe moſt con- a 
fantly and earneftly fupplicated him me 
to be deprived of all worldly advanta- Go 
'ves, 3nd pleafores whatſoever, and e- the 
venof what is moſt dear-to all man-ito, 
"Ftnde, 'Tife it felf ; which with all fin-|der 
$ | | cerity Bl 
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- terity of: heart ſhe profeſſed her felf 
1 much readier to loofe, then his grace 
and favour, whereof {in was only ca- 
pable to diſpoſſeſs her. 

- |- Aﬀer this time of recolleQion, and 
3 a ſhort ſpace ſpent in her dreſs, where- 
- in ſhe never ſtudied in the lcaſt degree. 
S either pomp or vanity, but kept her 
»Telf within the compaſs of. a modeſt 
© decency, ſhe repaired to her Oratory, 
” bnly uſed for divine ſervice, andthere 
- paſſed the far' greateſt-part of the're- 
- maining time tl digner (which was 
- Hſbally about” Noon) 4n prayer: and 
* luch other exerciſes of piety as ſuited 
- with that place! © "The Aﬀernopon' was 
| Tio leſs pioully ſpent then the morn- 
ing," for rarely” did ſhe” employ 
; Her' ſelf leſs "then fix hours during: 
F thoſe * two © feaſons in | thoſe holy 
- actions 1h that'place' juſt before- 
| mentioned!, Which was dedicated ro 
- Gods fervice:Her'going abroad to take 
the ayre, ( which fTometimes ſhe uſed 
-Jto do; 'out of her accuſtomed hours of 
- {devotion , which' were regular and 
I ELSE | : conſtant, 


/ 


conſtant, 1n order to herown and chit-)m 
drens health) never interrupted cheſeli 


order. to :he 


| (11) 
1/moſt Conſcientiouſly wary in avoid: 
Going all waſtful 'expences , ſo was ſhe 
{{{truly.- generous and noble, in not ſuf- 
e fering the meaneſt of the ſervants to 
:-wantany thing, that was uſually al- 
t.lowed toany onewho ſerved-ina moſt 
\f plentiful houſe; And Tam ſure I may 
r fay by experience and knowledge, that 
) this charge of hers was managed with 
-.. {o ſingular a conduQ, that during her 
tlife,my Lords conſtant hoſpitality and 
h:plentiful way of houſe-keepin \ as al- 
a:{o the number-and quality: of his at 
a tendants, correſponded to the full to 
[the greatneſs of his quality; And all 
x this within the.compaſſe-of his Eſtate: 
n/and Fortune', anu- according to the 
p|rules of a moſt orderly Chriſtianlike 
e'diſcipline. Andof this generous hof- 
f/pitality the poor were conſtantly in 
y.great numbers (1 may ſay multitudes ) 
d\moſtample-partakers. oo 

e] Her time after ſupper before her go- 
t/ing to reſt was as irehgiouſly:fpent as 
p)thorzeſt of the day ; For ihe always was 
emploied about an hour after her re- 
[49 tirement 
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tirement to her chamber ( which wasfde 
everat an orderly. hour ) in the exami-w. 
nation of her conſcience, and ſuch deron 
votions , and other as of piety as: ſhech 
had uſed ather firſt up-rifing, and ſone 
cloſed the day in the ſame religiousCo 
manner as {he had begun it; And thism: 
time of recolleQtion paſſed ſo {weerlym 
with her, that ſhe. would hardly belal 
brought to believe that it laſted aboveter 
a quarter of an hour , but when it wasas: 
performed ; ſhe made it her buſineſs he 
y avoyding all unneceſſary diſtra-V 
ting diſcourſes, to keepher heart fix-cal 
edall night upon himi, with whom ſhelw 
had beenthen ſo devoutly parlying. Ve1 
And ſhe was ſo defn axbly'con-15c 
ſant in theſe her daily devotions, thatth: 
when ſhe was hindred, ( gither by 
journeys , viſiting ; or receiving the hi 
viſits of Friends,or any other juſt occa-F 
fion,) from performiagthem at her ac-$it 
cuſtomed orderly feafons, ſhe wouldfTt 
rather deny her {elf time to take thatBot 
corporal ſuſtenance , and rob thoſe 


hours from her reſt, which her ten-vA* 
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13der conſtitution required, then ever 
iAvillingly be guilty of any leaft omiſſ- 
econ, of any part of them. Even her 
iechildbeds and times of greateſt weak- 
ſoneſs were never any bars or lets to her 
15continual devout employments in ſuch 
ismanneras her condition would per- 
[ymit. She began the firſt pains of her 
zglabour, with a moſt humble and peni- 
:etent confeſſion of her ſins, and as ſoon 
28s poſlible,after her delivery,ſhe cauſed 
Ab Hymn of thoſe eminent Saints and 
a:DoQors St. Ambroſe and St. Auguſtine 
x-Called re Deum to be ſaid by her, ſhean- 
1elwering alternatively every other 

yerſe ; to the end that to Almighty 
1-God might be rendred moſt humble 
itthanks tor her ſafety , and that his 
yMercy might be implored to take that 
1eChilde info his particular 'care from 
2-vhom ſhe had received that bleſſing, 
eſteemed one of the greateſt of a Mas» 
gtrimonial ſtate. And that ſhe might 
achot be totally debarred from partaking 
ſeþerſonally of all the Churches devoti- 
n1-Þas during her lying in,. ſhe cauſed 
uy: : 7 


D.... 2x5 | 
the Litany to be ſaid every evening inl/}; 
| her chamber, and ſpent much of :the;;-, 

474 Bp ques. . þ 
day in glorifying God, partly by' yo-xv! 
all. and partly by jaculatory prayers[t; 
.and aſpirations, and all thoſe holy e] 
exercifes that were confiſtent with he f 
ſtrength'and ability. Andthough ſheſſq, 
could' not at that time till ſhe -werehe 
vice(a'devotion never omitted 'by herk hc 
at other times ) nor receive the moſtxy j 
Bleſſed' Sacrament, yer did ſhe not fail 
daily, . even during the time of her be: ud 
ing confined to her bed, to fpend thatca] 
whole time when that ſervice was ce-gf t 
lebrated (which ſhe took care to haven] 
ſignified to her) in prayer, with thetha 
fame preparation, devotion, and appli-k pp 
cation of her thoughts to thoſe hightext 
- Myfteries there commemorated, as :t#cc 
ſhe had been actually preſent at it{her 
and endeavouring to do'it-at leaſt in: alc; 
fpiritual manner by diſpoſing her ſelff\nc 
thereuntoin the ſame way, as if ſhddar 
*thad been really to receive the effe&tofwh 
her longing, according to. her- ” Ami 
9s ant 


re” 
i iftant cuſtome at all times, when ſhe 
16; vent not to. this holy Communion ;_ 
0-xvhereunto ſhe rarely or never omitted 
rS{ the months of her childbed only ex-. 
yLepted )to have recourſe twice at leaſt,. 
2rif not thrice every week ; And her 
- fb ſo truly relliſh the delicioult- 
neſs of this divine Panquet, that ſhe 
F-vould even have daily feaſted her ſelf 
therewith, had not her great humilt- 
Ty induced her to comply with thoſe 
Guides of hers in ſpiritual matters,who 
judged it not fit for thoſe of a ſecular 
falling, ſince even Religious Perſons 
of that ſex, and of the other, Prieſts 
eonly excepted, are very rarely allowed 
&hat priviledoe. Neither did ſhe ever 
approach this Sacrament -without an 
extraordinary devotion, having firſt, 
according, to St. Pawls adviſe, proved 
Jher ſelf by a moſt trift exames of her 
Zconſcience, and alſo a moſt penitent 
Cand humble confeſſion, as the abun- 
&dance of tears, uſually ſhed by her, 
Iwhen ſhe frequented that Sacrament, 
qfolght Deas teſtify , and which 
B often 
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often iſſued from her eyes in plenty 
when ſhe diſcourſed of her own imfde 
.perfe&ions ; and ſhe did even like and 
ther David water her bed with tears 
when her ( I may truly fay ) too ter 
der conſcience accuſed her of anj 
thing that ſeemed to her t6 carry th 
appearance of a ſin, though it reaBa! 
ly were not ſuch. And though all th 
chiefeſt part of her days were ( as hab JN 
been ſufficiently teſtifyed ) ſpent ih 
prayer and other pious and devout enfric 
ployments, yet were thoſe of Conmpne 
munion paſſed over altogerher ( in Gc 
manner ) in ſuch exerciſes 3 ſhe uſuatd 
ly then (as much as poſible ) totallfya 
retiring and withdrawing her lelgrc 
from all worldly buſineſs and convel of 
lation. And her poſture in her pray 
crs was for the moſt part ſo much ug 
on herknees, that at her death, thee: 
were found as. hard as any board, « y 
( like to what was ſaid of St. FRET. thÞth 
Apoſtle ) to have more reſemblag@0v 
bla theskin of a Camel, then witſglo 
that of a "7 tenderly broughe WP. P10 


tyſhe was, 'and had a moſt pure skin and 
midelicate conſtitution. 
ry Her lively Faith and great Charity. 
ef : .. CONST: - 
nj A. Monsſt her other daily deyotions 
rhi{ & ſhe never omitted to offer particu- 
alfar thanks to God for that great and 
-bjingular benefit of her having been 
itÞred up 1n the Catholick Faith, which 
ifghe knew to be the foundation of ju- 
Jtice and ſanctity, and without which 
ohe knew it was. impoſſible to pleaſe 
1 God, and that it was only to be obtain- 
atd by his gift ; And therefore her ſou! 
1Ifyas always full of gratitude for that 
ejgreat bleſſing, and ſhe was frequent 
epn giving devout teſtimonies of it. 
And fo zealous was ſhe in the profeſſi- 
1Þf this only true faith; that when ſhe 
eheard of any that ſuffered death, im- 
Priſonment, lofſe oftemporals, or any 
other vexation for that cauſe, ſhe fol- 
Aowing the counſel of St. Peter, would 
tglorifte God in them, and with a 
pious affeQtion and emulation lament 
'Þ B 2 
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7h 18 is 
' her own cauſe for that ſhe had nevd! ? 
yet been thought worthy to ſuffer ar 
thing for confeſſing Chriſt befof © 
men, who hath ſo graciouſly prong 
ſed to confeſs ſuch before his Father F'* 
heaven. mg 

Neither was this lively faith of hel 
unaccompanied with a truly fervel 
Charity which as it is the Queen | 
all virtues, and ſo neceſſary thi 
without it no other could be grate} 
in the fight of God, and Faith it 
were dead, ſo was it the ſtudy of 
Noble Lady to excell therein. 

And though her great deſire of d $* 
dicating her ſelf to the lervice of / 
mighty ; God in the courſe of a relic 
_ ous life, and ( that not being thovg 
fit for her bv her parents and dil 
Qours ) her endeavors to turn a ſecf© 
lar lifeintoa monaſtical, by her cd 
 tinual ſpending her time in exercil 
of piety, and ſo many hours dailyÞ© 4 
prayer, as hath been already relate ; 
be moſt convincing and undenial'* 
teſtimonies of her moſt ardent love] 
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C19 
is divine Vajeſty which 1s the prime ' 
ind chief branch of this greateſt ( if 

- Fe may believe St. Paul ) of the Theo- 

_bgical virtues; yet for a farther ey1- 
lence how ſtreightly that pure ſoul of 
lers was linked to him with that gol- 
en chain of charity , ſhe never ſtain- 
- that white Stole of Innocence , 
| Fhich ſhe received in Baptiſm by the 
ppmmitting of any one mortal ſin, et- 
.Mer in thought, word , or deed, 
{Hroughout the whole courſe of her 
ute ; and by conſequence never loft 
Iis grace and fayour during all that 
gme,; And though all thoſe who were. 
iCquainted with her will finde no dit- 
ulty to believe this as. a -moſt real 
uth, / ſo very faint-like were her 
tons and converſation ) yet 1s it fo 
edibly atteſted by one who had the 
Hoſt reaſon of any to know the 'in- 
-Fard ſtate of her ſoul, (as having had 
e guiding thereof for many -years, 
d having during that time been 
Nnade more then once partaker of all 
ie paſſages of her life wherein her 
EG... 3. 7; « ea_—__—_ 
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conſcience was concerned ) that it canÞ< 
not be brought in doubt by any rea$ 
ſonable perſon whatſoever. And sf ire 
© averfion was ſo great from offending! 
God, that though a moſt tender-heart: Ilr 
ed mother, ſhe would frequently off2 
fer up her children to his divine MaP 
jeſty, humbly and earneſtly ſupplicaP#t 
ting him rather to take them out oÞ*< 
the world, then ever to permit then}s- 
to ſtain their ſouls with any mortaj F*« 
ſin ; ſo much did ſhe prefer his hof© 

; nour before the inclinations of fleſFr* 
and bloud , and the. fulfilling of hit 
holy Law above all the contents and Yell 
comforts, which worldly people. 1 Ay 
much dote upon. - Nor did her arden 
love of God appear only in her avoid 
ing of mortal {in. and her ſollicitud 
that others ſhould do; the ſame, buÞs 2 
alſo. in, her vehement deſire of renf{19 
driog her ſelf eminent in the practi! ny c 
of all manner of virtues , meerly. t# 
pleaſe him ; and the vehemency. « S 
theſe deſires would tranfport her toÞ*" 
frequent lamenting of her own neg atu 
| Iigenq 


rn 


rence and tepidity, and expreſſing . 
tr ſenſe thereof to. to her ſpiritual 
giretour, whoſe aſſiſtance, and ad- 
1c ſhe would crave in order to a to- 
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31 refraining from offending God, e-' 
en by any the leaſt imperfection, and 
aÞw at length ſhe might attain to 
aþat height of virtue that might in- 
zble her to be, and continue wholly 
= 
ad For his ſake and for love of him 
ec honourd all the ſaints becauſe they 
gcre His faithful ſervants, and in the 
at place the Virgin Mary his moſt 
\Hefſed Mother, becauſe ſhe before all 
{thers was the moſt grateful -to him. 
He did not honour them as Gods but 
$ attendants upon his throne , and 
1ho through the ſpecial affiſtance of 
Bs grace have attained the. beatifical 
afion for all eternity ; for if it be 
tot only lawful but laudable, nay e- 
&n of obligation, and therefore plea- 
Mg to God, to honour and reverence 
any hereupon earth, who by their 
Anful lives may have incurred his 
" "= S — 


high diſpleaſure, much more gratett 
ful muſt it be to him who is wonder:m 
ful in his Saints , to honour then#hc 
whom he hath honoured, with maw 
king them co heirs with Chriſt, angcc 
who now are ſubje&t no more tyth 
the fraylties of humane nature, cont] 
tinually glorifying him in that hea'g! 
venly Jeruſalem whereinto nothing to 
defiled with the leaſt ſpot can eve?m 
enter. And when ihe read their live m1 
and actions, and ſaw therein how the! cz 
had forſaken the world, and trample hi 
upon the delights thereof, and ded' m 
cated themſelves totally to the ſervic fa 
of his divine Majeſty, ſhe would by! ol 
as it were. inflamed with a deſire <q Er 
imitating. them, and expreſſing hg g; 
love to God, 1n as high and pertet g! 
a manner as Oy did , and woul cc 
grow unfatisfyed with her ſelf for ng W 
having followed the inclinations fly tc 
had.in her tender age of entring inf | 

a religtous ſtate, till ſhe was ſecurg ®! 
by thoſe, that guided her conſciency Þ! 
that.her obedience to her parents ff #| 
p - tit 


the choiſe of her courſe of life was 
er:mmore acceptable to God, { confidering 
enſhow maturely and pioully they had 
naweighed all circumitances ) then a 
indcompliance with her> own deſires, 
txthough they ſeemed to ſway her to 
onthat which carried an appearance of 
ea/greater perfection. To the end there- 
ing fore that ſhe might ſerve him with as' 
ve much perfettion, and in the exaCteſt 
ve manner that was conliſtent with her 
ie! calling, and to prevant her love to 
le him from proving cool in the leaſt 
d/ meaſure, ſhe often and with great 
1c favour renewed her good. purpoſes, 
b; of all her - daily pious exerciſes and 
4 employments, and eſpecially againſt 
14 great and ſolemn Feaſts, when his 


el greateſt mercies and benefits were 
i} celebrated by the Church ; and ſhe 
14d would be then particularly ſollicitous 
I to crave the adviſe of her ſpiritual 
8 Direftour, what a&ts of pennance or 
-q other devotions ſhe ſhould uſe,where- 
| by to ſolemnize thoſe holy times, in 
| the. moſt agreeable manner to his Gl- 
PE Vine 
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vine Majeſty, to the end ſhe might 

ain encreaſe of his grace, whom the 
with all conſtant gratitude owned to 
be ſo largc-hcarted in beſtowing his 4, 


favours upon all ſuch, as begged then! {F 


devoutly, and prepared themſelves 1, 
worthily to receive them. on 
1n fine, ſogreat was the love which £7 
this moſt pious Lady bore to her Lord :,, 
and God, that it put her upon mating hz 
purpoſes of fafts, and other auſtere an 
laborious aQs of virtue , that far ex- Pe 
ceeded her ſtrength and ability ; and qe 
ſo little indulgent was ſhe to her ſelf, ;« 
out of her deſire to perform any thing, 
though never ſo hard,that ſhe thought |; 
tended to his honour, on whom her | 
love was only bent , that ſhe was wil- !y, 
ling to look upon all thoſe purpoſes as ! 
obligations 1n conſcience, till ſhe was | fx 
aſſured by thoſe who were her guides | ;x 
10 ſpiritual matters, that they were ! a[ 
not ſuch ; but that ſhe was rather ty- | q 
ed from doing any thing that might 7 jy 
be prejudicial to her health , wherein Þ} 
the good of many were concerned ! 
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And though We fine love of God 
prompted hes to obey her ſpiritual ' 
Piredtors for his fake, who for hers 
and all of us wasobedient to the deatiz 
of the croſſe, yet had the memory of 
thoſe ſufferings of his, ſuch an influ- 
ence upon her heart , that ſhe was de- 
firous to imitate him as much as ſhe 
"might, and carry her croſle after 
him according to his divine invitati- 
on, as far as her weak ſtrength would 
- permit ; and therefore would come as 
| near to the obſervation of any peni- 
> tential purpoſes, as ſhe was in any 
2 manner permitted ; ſo that where faſt- 
} ing was denied as to the matter of 
* | the quality of. her meat , ſhe' endea-_ 
/youred to ſupply it by moderating 
\ | the quantity thereof , and the ab- 
| ſtaining from all kinde of delicacies 
> {in her diet ; and the like ſhe did in 
Jall other purpoſes that tended to 
- | mortification. . But in all others not 
| | judged ( by reaſon of inconſiſtency 
| | with bealh and ability ) unfit , {he 
| was moſt zealouſly conſtant in the 
=- performance 


| _ 


performance of them, and particu? , 
larly 1n her recourſe unto the holy Sa-7: 
craments, at certain times, when any! 
ſpecial favour of God to her ſelf, or" ra 
this Nation in particular , or the Ca-}:- 
tholick Church in general, invited hery,, 
grateful heart to expreſſe a reſentment?,.. 
== w cc: ' 
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ce 
| |  |:;- 
Her Charity to her Neizhbour. Jr. 


Rom her moſt ardent love of Al-*, 

mighty God, and her conſtant de-' _| 
fire of exprefling it, proceeded her {0 
eminent practiſe of that moſt a-'5, 
greable virtue to him , { I mean )},. 
her ſo very exemplar' Charity toll! 
her neighbours , which mounted to? 
ſogreat an height, that ſhe was neyer},, 
fatiated with imparting all both ſpiri-s Bi 
tuall and temporal comforts, that were? ,, 
poſſibly tobe offorded by. * And to de-? 3 
{cend to thoſe particulars, which may? ,, 
convince this truth, ſhe was never? ,, 
ſeen, or known to refuſe an alms,? 
when it was asked, neither was evet# {; 
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I the neceſſity ofany perſon repreſented 
*?to her, to the removal of which ſhe 
Y4did not contribute with a moſt cheer- 
"ful and bountiful hand ; And it was a 
* matter of complaint, and griet to her, 
-whenſoever any of her domeſtical fer- 
Tyants, as ſometimes it hapned, con- 

'cealed the requeſts of any necefſitous 

-perſons, although relieved by them- 
lelves ; and ſhe was ſo zealouſly fear- 
'ful of loſing any occaſion of feeding 
"2nd cloathing Jeſus Chriſt in his little 
=" ones, that to prevent it, ſhe always 
lodged 'moneys in the hands of her 
'Porter, and others, for relief of the 
Yor, over and above that plentiful 
®.alms which was conſtantly given at 
O*the gates. And beſides theſe acciden- 
Tital expreſſions of her great charity 
n which were nevertheleſs very fre- 
© quent, andas it were daily, ſhe had 
-*; diverſe perſons, her conſtant Penti- 
Y; oners, whom ſhe wholly maintained, 
T* and though ſometimes by reaſon of her 
?, change of dwelling, they were far ab- 
Ti ſent from her perſon, yet they were 
a never 
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7 OS: 
never ſo from her thoughts, for hey 
was as {ollicitouſly careful to ſte theme! 
provided tor in all Kindes, as it ſhe bad 
been expreſly obliged to do it undetca 
pain of {in, and ſhe deſcended ſo fart] 
as with the labour of her own hands Jar 
to make many neceſſaries for theitte 
cloathing, the which ſhe alſo fre: Te 
uently Vid for many of her poorel: W 
| ured over and aboye their compe-cc 
rent uſuall allowances : ſhe was {9 exice 
att an obſerver of the laws of trucw 
Chriſtian charity, - that ſhe was never 
willing to hear thoſe who demandeci up 
an alms for Gods fake ſauſpeQed for x 
counterteits, for ſhe was as tender iren 
preſerving their good names, as ſhdni, 
was in relieving their neceſſities, anc; 
therefore as much as poſſible hindred 
the ſtritt examination of things of we 
that nature. And although ſomejorc 
times ſome were diſcovered and projcu: 
ved tobe ſuch, yet upon conſideratior 
that the true motive of Alms was noyfel 
to whom, but for whole ſake it wagme 
given ; ſhe would not diſmiſs themgapy 
 withouſ 


] > FOB's 

2Ewithout being made partakers of her 
micharity : for ſhe would urge, that moſt 
dprobably their great want was the true 
ercauſe why they diſſembled lameneſs, 
1r blindneſs, and ſuch like infirmities, 
dgand that therefore to take away ſuch a 
11 temptation their neceſſities were to be 
e.relieved. And my Lord her husband 
elwas very complying with her 1n this 
compaſſionate relieving of others ne- 
x:ceſſities, and particularly when he 
ucwas a winner at horſe-races or other 
e1Divertiſements, he moſt cheerfully, 
ecupon her ſuggeſtion and requeſt 
o1( which ſhe never failed to make him ) 
incmployed no ſmall part of his win- 
hunings apon thele charitable offices, 

1c) Neither was her charity only ex- 
eapreſſed in relieving the pecuniary 
ofwants of the poor, but alſo in an extra- 
1e}ordinary diligence to contribute to the 
roicure and eaſe of the ſick ; To promote 
orwhichpious work, fhe provided her 
ogfelf yearly , at fit ſeaſons, ofall thoſe 
raymedicinal things, which are uſually 
myapplied to the relief of corporal infir- | 
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0 p72 i 
mities - and ſhe was n- leſs carefyÞ* 
in providing , then liberal in beſtow 
ing th2m , Wwhealſvever necefiity r& th 
quired: and ſo oreat was. her char© 
table compaſion of fick perſons , tha 
the not only aForded them bountifu 
remedies for their diſeaſes, but eve! 
charged thoſe ſervants about her own 
perſon not to fail of giving them all © 
neceſſary attendance : and to enco 
rage them in ſo g20d an ation by ex 
ample , ſhe did frequently vilit eh 
eanclt of her own Jdomeſticks, an#8< 
others; eyen w hen the loathſomneſ! 
of the diſeaſe, and rooms where che#tt 
lodged, were capable to divert tho - 
why were indulgent, 1n pleaſing thetl al 
ſenſes, from COMINg near them : * ar = ac 
did both miniſter remedies and othd p= 
aſſiſtances with her own hands, an” 
{pend much time 10 praying by the! T 
bed-{ides, and endeavouring to gif: S 
them all ſpiritual comforts that (MF 
was capable of affording them. _ F. 

Neither was her *compaſſionat 


ſenſe of the ſufferance of priſoners lg P 
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chen that which ſhe ſhewed to 
ave of the wants and infirmities of 
bers, for ſhe was highly, charita- 
Ne in the relief of all thoſe ( al- 
*hough meer ſtrangers ) whom ſhe 
ard to endure that great calamity 


x reſtraint of liberty. 


jp All her promiſes made even 1n her 
wPung and tender age that tended to 
de relieving of others neceſſities, or 
Bight be conducing to their adyan- 
8ges either ſpiritual , or corporal , 
.Mough not made. with that .delibe- 
Btion that might oblige her (under 
2 ) to performance, were as religi- 
fly obſerved .as vows, and even {o 
"Faily ( if not ſcrupulouſly ) that 
; Be was hardly ever ſatisfied to have 
| thcieritly complied with thoſe no- 
Jay-obliging promiſes, without the 
 #dgment , and authority of her 
Piritual Diretour ; and ſhe would 
Fequently regret | her own toq dull 
.Mitation . of that famous. patriarch 
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(32) 
of Mexandria , Fohn ſixnamed thor 
Almes-giver tor his great liberalityy, 
tn as of charity. Hat 

Ref they 
If then Alms be of ſo great forcqgesz 
and virtue, as to cleanſe and purifþze 
the ſoul , which no Chriſtian cakey, 
doubt of that gives credit to holgut 
Scripture, where it is ſaid, Give Amene 
and all things be clean unto. you, Lulgon 
IT. 4I. und as water quexcheth fireyf tl 
ſo doth fAlmes cri ſin ; and Ic 
the mercifull (hall finde mercy , Mak 
5. 7. and be that giveth but one arty © 
of water for the love of God ſhall »g h 
loſe his reward : Mar. 4o. 10. 4Q a 
How pure muſt her ſoul be, whowt « 
bowels were ſo full of compaſſionſy 1 
and whoſe hands were ever open td 
the poor; and what accumulated ngerc 
wards ſhall ſhe receive from thy l: 
bounty of God , who was ſo merdſe.e 


(33) 
F for it may be RX > ſaid of this Lzs 
yy; what #06 declared of himſelf;, 
hat ſhe denied not to the poor what 
Þ*7 deſired, nor made the widdows eyes 
pert, nor did [bs eat her bread. a- 
"3 but made the poor partakers with 
ker. This therefore being ſo great a 
lnvuth, and ſo known by all that 
ew her , there will remain nd 
lgonder, if when ſhe was taken out 
f this world, and tranſlated to a 
Etter, there to enjoy the reward of 
boſe great virtues , whiol: the mer- 
4 of God had plentifully infuled, i in- 
wo her happy foul. The:poor:peo 
all places where ſhe.. had lived; 
hi eſpecially.in: Worceſterſhire, where 
1 reaſon -of her. longer, abode,: ſhe 
kd met- with... more - occaſions. i 


gerciſing her Qharity ,. Soretal 
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(34) 
life amongſt all , whoſe neceſflities}d 
obliged them to have recourſe to her] W 
aſſiſtance. 2 
| : 
But her charity was not only ex-|Þ! 
erciſed 1n relieving the corporal di-|2! 
ſtreſſes of others, but flew an higher di 
pitch, and made it ſelf appear in a| 8! 
moſt ardent zeal of affiſting the ſpiri|Þy 
all wants and remedying the mala 
dies of the ſoul : Her ever conſtant;| {7 
and { as it may be truly called ) in fol 
flamed defire of reclaiming all per for 
ſons from fin, whom ſhe knew it con{ 94 
cerned, and procuring them all thoſq Ma 
helps from others, which her ſex] £0 
rendred her incapable to afford them Jud 
In her' own perſon, were undeniablq 0 
arguments - how extraordinary hel ſuc 
Zeal was of gaining foulsto God. |Wa 
-Frog Hs. 7 Tor 153712 car 
*, Off this truth many of her aQayven 


ons of this kinde -might -be partiouſÞis 
* larized, were it not- too unneceſſarjCOn 
fy to:fwell this / Relation with 'enj{us 


deayouring; © 


(35/9 
g|4avouring .t9 make that appear,, 
x| whereof all that knew her, were ſuf; 
hciently convinced : Howloever =; 1t. : 
it will not be 1mpertinent.to touch 


..| briefly upon one. of theſe: hex, As. 
of charity, .in. regard Almighty God; 
| did give ſuch a ſignall evidence, how 
al grateful it was.in his divine eyes, 
by a, moſt wonderful, if, not mira- 
\culous preſervation of hex_ from a. 
| range and dangerous accident, which, 
[followed immediately after, the per- 
{formance of . this . good work. For. 
x] having been to-viſit a Noble Gentle, 
{man her near Kinſman, whom ſhe. 
x knew to have fayled contrary to his. 
Iigmcnt, by humane . frailty, and; 


qo have leda liferoo conformable to. 
> ſuch a4 failing, and having a which 


|was the ſole end of her viſit } with 

earneſt : pious admonitions, and. fex- 
jlvent prayers powred forth to God by 
þ bis bed-lide ( to which his. infirm 
condition had confin'd him 5 proved 
Jucceſsful .jn her endeayours, and 
=. _—_— 


G9 


becamea moſt perfe& penitent, by re- 
Sos hitnſelf to —_ and ſo Gy) 
4 moft happy end ; havitg CI fay )] 
dons this a ; f 


in charitable work, 

iet 'Returft to her own Houſe, in 
a* cettain ſteep deſcent, near an hiph 
nnfenced bridge of Kone, het coach- 


horfes grew ſo untuly, that one of 


offi kick'd dowtn''t E- coichiman 
Fro off his-box, ing” ran violetitly 
tothe bridpe, and: ranhing in ther 
fill carfiet over it, "the" 1B: ot felf 
_ Faddainly thito the River «ant 6 
high wis'the biidge, har 76 tired 
twice Fo th the, falling, aritl/at 
tigth,  Tightel* diteaty upon'”'the 


art of it as vas ſhallow, though ve: 
2s ftiear the' deepeſt _ which was 
Pable to ave bvetrWheltned it; had 


a ee maty rds higher [th 
as. In rhe Bis 1 the ark Me 


wrought fo”; ood ah effeft, that he} 


l 


CO in* th River; Wo m Tuch al? 


pokes" their 'tackling,, "and eltaper 


the precipitation , but '6f the *twa| 
: wheel-horſeq 
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-[wheel-horſes, both of which , . fell 


with the coach, .the one, ( and he 
who did the main miſchief by kick- 
ing down the coachman. ) broke his 
neck and was killed, the . other fell 
with the coach without.: the: leaft 
hurt. All thoſe who . knew this 
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Tance ; and certainly. 1t .car admit 
of no other interpretation, but of a 
malitious attempt of the Devil. a- 
gaiaſt her , - for having got. a ſoul 
out: of his power. ( of which hejhad 


been too long poſſeſled ). and a. moſt 
particular tra 'of the divine Provt 
dence, in rendring his malice. inef- 
8 C 4 - feftual, 
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(38) 


thoughts when ſhe was falling / as 
The confeſſed to one who had pow- 
er to ask her ) ſhe being then aQu- 
ally employed in making aCts of love 
to his divine Majeſty ro render 
thanks to whom for his ſo highly 
merciful a preſervation from this {6 
great diſaſter, was' the firſt thing 
The did after her return home, before 
ſhe ſpoke to any one' whomlſoever 3 
ſhe repairing immediatly to her Ora- 
tory to this moſt Chriftian-like 'Ex- 
erciſe, and there reciting with great 
Devotion that pious Hymn ( called 


Saints and Doors -of the Church 


high aQs of charity ſo univerſally 
extended, render it” needleſs to'-re- 


eftual.' For God was only in her 


Te Deum ) compoſed by thoſe great] 


St. Ambroſe, and St. Auguſtine , and] 
uſed by all the faithfuf 'in ſolemn] 
Thanksgivings to G6d for his 'bleff| 
ſings and manifold mercies: theſe her| 


late how inceſſant the care was that] 
ſhe took in * the inſtruction of her] 
EET NO children| * 
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| children in all the myſteries and 


duties of Chriſtian Rcligion, which. 
ſhe would perſonally perform her 
ſelf, as ſoon as they came to thoſe 
years that rendred them capable 
thereof. ' Even as ſoon as they began 
to miake any ſhew of ſpeaking, ihe 


was ſollicitous, that before any otheg 


word , ' they 'might learn to pro- 
nounce the holy, and divine name 
of Zeſus, to which all knees' bow, 
whether in Heaven or Earth, orelſe- 
where, and that their prayersmight 
be the: firſt 'diſcourles' that” they 
might uſe, that ſo they mighr begin 


ir+ the firſt place to ſpeak to' God, 
to whom the firſt and chief honour 
1s due ; and in their” Nurſes arms, 
-when they were atany time brought 
-home, her firſt careſs was, to ſigne 
them-with the ſigne of 'the” Croſs, 
and immediately to carry them to 
her. Oratory,. to offer' them to: his - 
divine Majeſty and beg bleffings tor 
'them. And as: their age encreaſed, 
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ſhe did not fail to encourage them, 
no leſs by word then example, to 
the exerciſe of all virtues, and par- 
ticularly to a liberal, and compaſh- 
onate' relief of the poor, which 
Chriſt doth ſo expreſly own as done 
to himſelf. Neither was ſhe wanting 
to act the part of a Mother in this 
kinde towards the meaneſt of her 
ſervants, to whoſe being catechiſed, 
and taught all Chriſtian duties, ſhe 
with conſtant zeal contributed even 
perſonally, when need required, 


and of whoſe exa&- performance of 


all thoſe Qbligations to which et- 
ther: the laws of :God - or of, his 
{pouſe' the 'holy. Catholick Church, 
tye her children ;' ſhe was ſo pioul- 
ly ſollicitous, that they: wanted; nei- 
ther n+ rom admonitions to  en- 
courage them to good, nor ſuch re- 
prehenſions as were requiſite to alter 
them from all evil. - And all things 
relating to the diſcharge 'of their 
domefticalemployments were by bor 

moſt 
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ordered, as that they-might not 
prove' any hindrance to- their- attens 
ding to the ſervice of God,*'or ren- 
dring him all due honour, by being 

eſent at divine ſervice, | and' all o- 
ther holy exerciſes, at times appoin- 
ted, by that autharity which he hath 
left here ori earth; aſſiſted by his hoz 
- ſpirit, to "guide and govern the 
pirituall kingdome of humans ſouls 


| Seein thetelpje | it hack beewinade 
appear D evidently, how "high: and 
eveft ſupererrogatory a chatity ſhe 
ſhewed both'in relieving the corporal 
receffities , find alſo in RIC 
{> efficatioiiſly . to ' the ſpiritual 
vantiges of 'others, It Gnnor' cer- 
tiirily® *enter- eaſily 'int6® che- ſul 
wHLIGN of atiy "rational' perfor, but 
thit ſhe was-equally _— Hot 'to 
dv Why" one v6" ck imaginable In- 
jury; 1 a fire it wood be inju- 
Tous to her' for any: perſon : 'f0 _ 
our. 


(42): 
bour. ſuch a doubt in. his breaſt. For 
how ſenfibly teader ' her conſcience 
was in all that concerned the re- 
putation of others , there are as ma- 
ny witneſſes as perſons , that knew 
her, who all with' one mouth, avow 
that ſhe was never heard to ſpeak 
any the leaſt word, that might tend 
to: the diminution of. the credit of 
any one whatloever ,, nor ever to 
ule any. deriding- exprefſion' or re: 
proach _even in the reprehenſion of 
the -meaneſt of her, ſervants 5 But 
on. the contrary 1fige; , her: tongue 
was ever. ready ( how. wary: ſoever 
ſhe was inavoyding much dilcourſe) 
to-defend.the reputation, and excuſe 
the faults of others, againſt thofe ma+ 
ny who are too apt both. ,tq'..miſre- 
preſent, and miſconſter .the* aRions 
of 'their neighbours, and too uncha- 
ritably to, rip up the. memory of their 
failings;;-And all; her. repreheaſions 
even for the greateſt faults were ac- 

Chr 
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their imperfeQtions, and were ſeaſon- 
ed with {ſo much ſweetneſs, that her 
anger was not only innocent but 
virtuous ; And in compoting all dif- 
ferences ( which ſometimes happen 
in ſuch numerous Families as hers } 


between her ſervants, ſhe was a ve- 


ry Angel of peace, and was. exattly 
careful ; that even thoſe of the beſt 
quality that attended her, might do 
right to the very meaneſt without 


all-partiality. 


Her Other Firtues. 


VV good principles are laid, 
the CO are general- 

ly ever clear : fo that it ſeems a 
kinde of demonſtration', that ſo live- 
ly a faith, and ſo exemplar a Cha- 
fity as her ſoul: was adorned with, 
muſt neceffarily be "accompanied 
with all other virtues ; ſo | fervent 
a loyer of: God could not but take 
: | delight 
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delight-1n the praQiſe of all that 


which is agreeable in his fight. How-. 
ſoever I will endeavour briefly. to. 


jhew how eminent ſhe was 1n all 
kindes : And to begin with that 
rarely to be fourid perfection 1n the 
feminine ſex of this latter age ( #40- 
deſty ) ; ſhe excelled therein in ſo 
high a degree, that her converſati- 
on and comportment , might ſeem 
commiendable ever in a veiled . vota- 
ry, much more in one of a ſecular 
calling ; nothing ever appeared in 
her habit or dreſs , that might not 
merit a praiſe from the moſt {cru- 
pulous obſerver of the rules of that 
virtue :, And ſo careful was ſhe 
that none under her 'charge might 
offend therein ,, that .ſhe permitted 
not: her .children to :reade any books; 
without an aſſurance from her 1ſpi- 
ritual guides,: that there was nothing 
in them: contradictory :to faith , ; ar 
deſtrutive: to modeſty... much :lefſe 
did ſhe allow them either 'to haunt 


"” ""FREP 
any company , or uſe any divertiſc- 
ment that might in the leaſt degree 
endanger the violation of that ſo 
much praiſed virtue by all pious per- 
ſons , and particularly commended 
by St. Peter the holy Apoſtle in 
theſe words, that the chaſte conver- 
ſation of Chriſtian Ladies was to' be 
in fear, and their trimming not to 
be outward , as conſiſting in the 
curling of their  hayr , 1 Peet. 
3. 4. adorning themſelves with cu- 
rious and coſtly clothes, but in the 
| inwardnefs of heart , which is hid- 
| den, and the incorruptibility of 4 
quick and modeſt ſpirit, which indeed ts 


highly rich in the fight of God. 


Neither was her humikty leſſe ce- 
lebrated by all that knew then her 
Modeſty ; For ſhe: not only made ap- 
pear this high'virtue, truly high be- 
cauſe ſo eminently: praiſed by. the 
| higheſt of all Creatures, the: Mother 
ſ of God, in avoiding as much as pol- 


ibly 


mn * w | 


_ fibly her condition would permit, all 


things either of oſtentation or pomp, 
whetlter-it were in apparel, or any 
other real vanity , and in treating 
all perſons of what rank ſoever ,with 
all imaginable {weetneſs and affabilt- 
ty, though without any indiſcreet 
diminution of rhat digalty 10 which 
God had placed her, and which no 
Lady knew better how to comply 
with then her felt , but in that 
quintefſence of this divine virtue , 
humbleneſs of heart, which ſtill mo- 
ved her to undervalue her ſelf, and 
to expreſſe to her ghoſtly DireCtour, 
{y» much afition of minde, -. for her 
want of worth to merit thoſe many 
blefings God had beſtowed on her , 
both ſpiritual and temporal , upon 
- account (.as ſhe would frequently 
urge even with abundance of tears.) 
of her: many / ſins and imperfeQions, 
inſomuch that he was forced for her 
comfort to uſe many :perſwaſive diſ- 
_ eourſes and reaſons, ( which her _ 
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afid : practiſe rendred :abundantly>. 


| convincing ) that ſhe. looked upon 

her few imperfeQions with magnify- 
| ing glaſſes: ( for no great ſins ever 
ſtained her pure ſoul.) and not: 
through Opticks, which made a true. 
diſcovery of them. 


But. as this true humility of hers 
would not permit her to take any 
notice of her own virtues, but kept 
her heart ſtill fixed on the confide- 
ration of her own unworthineſs - 
( And ſogreat did her own { ſmall ). 
' faults appear in her own ſight , 

that the .very reflection on any the 
leaſt imperfection filled her eyes 
with tears , and her heart with ſor- 
row ) {9 on the other ſide , no bo- 
dy was an higher magnifyer and 
elteemer of the virtues of others : 
and principally, when they ſhined 
12 perfons of :: High degree !,..and 
would often bewail her io for. nok 
\ imitating ſuch patterns and parti- 
£19 (817 D cularly 
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cularly ſhe honoured, and frequent- 


ly celebrated in her Diſcourſe that 
remarkable exarnple of great Ladies 
for piety, who truly trampled upon 
the pride and vanity of this world, 
the Counteſſe of Arundel { of the 


Lord D Ares Family by birth ; ) be- . 


twixt whom, and her ſelf there had 
paſſed many Teſtimonies of mutual 
kindneſs. And alſo that moſt ex- 
cellent Lord , the immediate Prede- 
cefſor and Uncle of her Husband ; 
George Earle of Shrewsbury, of whoſe 
great perfections ſhe was my 
years an eye-witneſs : upon whoſe 
death ſhe forthwith repaired to her 
ghoſtly Father , not with a heart 
filled with joy , according to the u- 


fual ſtrain of worldly Ladies , for 


the honour that was thereby deſ- 
cended to'her , but full of a deep 
ſenſe of her own unworthineſs to 
ſacceed fo Saintlike a perſon in fo 
eminent a degree, and therefore car- 
nefly begged the afliftance of bs 
| prayers 


— 
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prayers, [that ſhe might: vt ſfoyie 
that honour by cher ſins, ' but in 
ſome ſmall. meaſure / at: leaſt ) 
imitate ſo good a preſident. 


Neither was ſhe leſs eminent in 
that high virtue preterable before 
ſacrifice < Obedjence, ) in imitation of 
our Bleſſed Saviour and divine Ma» 
fter , who: for us was made obedi> 
ent to the death of the crofſe , and 
who ( though above all laws ) was 
for our ſakes: content to ſubjeQt him- 
ſelf to humane- Ordinations. And 
{he did not only praGtiſe this yirtue 
in ſo high a manner ( as hath been 
already related ) in never having 
been guilty of any mortal breach of 
his holy Commandments, but alſo 
by a moſt exat ſubmiffion to all 
the Paſtors and Prelates'of his holy 
Catholick Church , to whom he 
hath committed the cute of fouls, 


and thoſe particularly, ro whom by 
virtue of that authority ſhe had com- 
P00 D 2 mitted 


49/ 
mitted: the; :regulation :of her-owd 
conſcience;;; and ſpiritual: concerns';z 
with whom ſhe frequently conſul: 
ted about thofe matters, and never 
failed in a ſtrit obſervance of their 
adyiſes and direQions. 


And as to the duty of her 'owrt 
calling, and' moſt punQual compl1- 
ance with the obedience due from a 
wite to a husband , I may affirm ;, 
without being contradicted by any 
one that knew her { and her own 
conſtant family exceeded 60. per- 


ſons ) that the fault would lye at | 


the mens . door if all marriages 
were not happy, if all wites did 
but imitate her example : For as 
ſhe was' moſt: prudent in offering in 


an humble. 'imanner fuch adviſes up- | 


onjjuſt occaſion, as ſhe judged con- 
-ducing/! to my. Lord her - husbands 
:advantage,:fo did ſhe ever with' all 


cheerfulneſs ſubmit to; his detetmi- | 
-nation. 'And if he were-at; any time ' 


baJiirr 20! indiſpoſed 


| 
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indifpoſed. in health ,, ſhe-got only 


fo Q : 


eaionate wite,. 10 her jenſe of his 
infirmity; and; cher; ſollicjtous ;proyi; 
ding:of: all iremedies for; his;:recoves 
ys hut ever performed! all: the. du+ 
ties of a lerydnt 1n; his, attendagee'-:; 
All whichkhe hath with punch. gras 
tituds: frequently; acknowledged; ak; 
firming » bbat- UFLNg. .the. {pace, of 
above nineteen .years.wherein:\ſhe-1i- 
ved his wife , ſhe never gave him 
the leaſt cayle.of, diſguſt,y-but that 
he received much conſtant content 


from .hex agreeable and-.complaſgn 


canyerfation;-z-.and - much, benefit 
trem: her, izequent , prugent/z;; and 
pious counſels. ;..and* mpft;; of alt 
fFom hep exemplar raQtiſes-::;:And. 
L.am; ſure ng; perſon; whatſoever. s 
whether domeſtick., or other, whe: 
ther.of the ſams. Religion. 94 dif 
ferent, had any.difficuley $91heligve 
him..;; For ſa high was,;the,,citeem 
of her: virtues amongſtall}; that; e- 
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$I 
yery ones: : mouth - was ' full of hes 
praiſes' ;- And ' one ' "Noble perſon 
( though of 'a different” Religion ) 
who made a condeling Viſit ro an 
Lord -afrer: her death; ſpeaking it 
the general language, uſed by all; 
when - fhe->was he Theme of the 
diſcourſs;; ſaid to- Kim that he had 
no juft- online to-gr vE& for one who 
kved lihe 4 Saint cath z and ow 
50s ihe an Angel” t# Bogvon. 3/CGO 


"Her U Fe ſrkmeſs and Death... 
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3 9 hopwhole Hcg" ſpent” to- 
, e6lly/(0idis a 'Hfinker'') in ſhetet> 
hve als" of piety Ch devotiof; 
fs di it:pleaſc/ Atm ghty' God, Hy tes 
eomperice-bf het 6-0 > to graft 
Ip Hhappy*; 1 afid Chriftiin: 


cottdafion f m2 4-7 very-Ia 
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her cuſtame \ an as of devotion , . 
ſhe then Joyning like a dutiful 
childe with her holy Mother the 
Catholick Church , in celebratin 
the birth of the Saviour of the world, 
and having. then with her wonted 
pious preparation received the holy 
Eucharit. 


- Immediately after {ſo many hours 
ſpent in ſuch exerciſes , going ' to 
retire to her reſt, ſhe found her {elf 
ſeiſed with a moſt unuſual 'coldneſs, 
| and with ſoviolent an heart ſickneſs, 

that ſhe concluded it to be mortal ; 
yet nevertheleſs as ſhe had all her 
life ſhewed her ſelf in a moſt exem- 
plar manner a truly loving wife , 
ſo would ſhe now give. dying Teſti- 
monies of it ; For neither would 
ſhe quit my Lords chamber and Bed 
( which ſhe conceived her ſelf a- 
bout to quit for good and all ) nor 
yet give him any diſturbance. in it, 
but with all patience ſupprefled . the 

D 4 complaint 


4 


be made, by ſpeech' or otherwiſe, 
or her bed to be warmed , or any 


att of indulgence to' be uſed to her 


ſelf, that might tend to the diſquieting 
of him, whom ſome 1ndiſpoſition had 


cauſed to retire ſooner; but lay quietly, 


full of pains, and as full ofa&s of con- 
firmity to the divine will, till he a- 


waked ; then -imparting to him 


the dangerons condition wherein ſhe 
coniceived her ſelf, and with that 
tenderneſs that became fo truly in- 
dulgent, 'and affectionate a parent, 
recommending her children to his 
favour and' care, ſhe defired in com- 


pliance with that - obligation ” which | 


lay- upotiiher, to' make ule'of thoſe 
means which God hath 'appointed 
for the preſervation of health , that 
Phifitians might-be ſent” for, which 
my Lord being {truck to the heart 
with that ſad Good morrow ſhe had 
#iven him, did not fail to- do =_w 
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complaint of her ſickneſs in filence; 
not permitting any the: leaſt noiſe to-- 
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all diligence, as knowing, too well 
how much it-concerned him to pre- 
ſerve ſo great a treaſure. a” 


And though ſhe had by my. Lords 
care the conſtant attendance of two 
or three of the ableſt Doors then 
in Oxford ( . Zondoy being: at too 
great a diſtance ) and . that. they at 
the beginning ſeemed hopeful of her 
recovery, and failed not 1n the ap- 
plication of all thoſe Remedies their 
Art could ſuggeſt ; yet. it pleaſed 
God to render. their endeavours in- 
efteftual ; for the yiolence/ of her 
fickneſs encreaſed ſo faſt -upon: her, 
that according to, her own opinion, 
who: by :his Divine. permiſſion . had 
taken 2 righter ,meaſure of her.own 


Infirmity, then they had, it, proved 


the means of. freeing hex;, within a 
few days, of all the cares that at- 
tend a tranſitory life. TY 


Her pains were extream., - leaſing 
FD $5p 7, "—_—— 


(56) 
her in the moſt ſenſible part / the 
prime ſeat of life ) her heart, and 
her patience was equal ; for ſhe was 
never heaxd to complain of, or la- 
ment her condition ; but whenſoever 
fhe was asked concerning it, her on- 
ly anfwer was, as # pleaſed God ; 
upon whom her heart was wholly 
fixed : and in continuall  applicati- 
ons of her ſelf to him , and in fer- 
vent prayers to implore his mercy 
and grace, the whole time of her 
fickneſs was ſpent. 


On the laſt day whereof , being 
the feaft of the 7vly Zanocents, ſhe 
received Extream UnRion with ad- 
mirable devotion, being ſo preſent 
to her felf, as to anfwer exactly to 
_ the Lytanies, and to reach out her 
own hands to be annointed. 


"The next day being the feaft of 
St. Thomas of Canterbury, that famous 
Martyr and Champion of the Church, 
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{a day that was ever wont to be 
ſpent by her in a manner totally in 
devotion } abont fix of the Clock in 
the morning, juſt preciſely at the 
concluſion of thoſe deyout prayers 
{ called the Recommendation of the 
ſoul ) uſed by the Catholick Church 
in the laſt Agonies of her children, 
did this great Servant of God end 
this mortal life, giving up her foul 
to him, whom ſhe ever. loved, 
ſerved , and obeyed with her whoke 
heart, as hath been ( I ſhppofe j 


 fifficiently evidenced by many moft 


remarkable and undeniable 'teftimo+ 
nies. Ops 19. SER 


 ' And1 think T may without difÞ- 
culty*gain credit, when I-fhall tell 
you,” how univerſal a confort' of La- 
mentation there was in' alt * that Fa- 
mily, at the approach of her death, 
when every one was conlidering 
tiow great a lofs they were, to un- 
dergoe ; not any but ſenſibly ſhared 
4 - in 
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in this 2Miction,, "4 no children 
could have a more tender»or careful 
Mother, no ſervants. a,.more Indyl: 
gent. or charitable Miſtreſs, nor . m9 
Husband a more afſa{jou3ee, ang. her 
dient Wife. 


After her Death: It adc evi- 
dently to thoſe who had the ordering 
of = body for burighs that, The 1 
not only. made ; righter judgment 
of her FRO er, .then., her chefs It1ansy 
but alſo of the quelity,,of her Infixt 
mity, "which ſhewed,:it ſelf by: the 
great evacuation. of ; bloud at. her 
mouth, to have been an Tmpoſthume; 
ſhe having ſeveral times, ſome years 


before, intimated that ſhe! Panpelned, 


that there;was one .gatheri * abqut, 
or nearher heart, wheres The Mr, aof 
greatly tment, 4 r-i-3n5; 


 She- tied 36 years,, 2 EET: 
and 26 days, and her ,Corps were 
with all convenient, ecengy Carried 
* f9 
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to-Albrington in Shropſhire ,'a Town ® 


| belonging to the now Earles of 
Shrewsbury, and the uſuall place of. 
Sepulrure of that branch of that fa-. 
mily', unto which that Earldome 
hath becn deſcended theſe four laſt: 
generations, and there it was inter- 
red in a. Church dedicated to God in 
honour of St. Thomas of Canterbury, 
upon whoſe. Feaſt ſhe died, and laid 
in the {clf-lame Vault with that of 
the Kate moſt Learned and holy 
George Earl of Shrewsbury, formerly 
mentioned, whoſe yirtues ſhe did {ſo 
effeQuually imitate. pes 


She left behinde her 4 Sons and 

3 Daughters ( having buried 2 Sons 
during her life ) to wit, the: Lord 
_ George Tallbot,. who died in his youth- 
ful age, 2nd inherited the heroicall 
{pirit of his great Name, but left no 
iſſue behinde. him; Francs. the fecond 
Son, . Earl after his Father;. a-Gentle- 
. man penerally eſteemed by all: wors 
p © j! þ thy 
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by all ſuch ; who. hath left iſſue, 


Charles the preſent hopetul Earl, and 


one other Son, and a Daughter the 
picture; both in her face and humour: 


oof her Father : Zaward the third Son 


kill'd in the late Civill Wars 1n the 
ſervice of his King at the Battle of 
Zork ; and Gilbert the fourth and 
youngeſt Son till living. 


Her 3 Daughters were the Lady 
Frances, the Lady Katherine, and the 
Lady Mary, all were moſt praiſe- 
worthy for their excellent diſpoſitions 


and virtuous comportments ; the two 


firſt dyed in their young age without 
flue 5 the Lady Adary is ſtill living, 
and hath iſſue one Son by her firſt 


husband { the grandchild by the Fa- 


thers fide of Zhomas Lord Arundel! of 
Hardour, and Count - Imperial, and 
by the Mothers .of : the Lord Viſcount 


 Montacute ) and both Sonsand Daugh= 
ters:by her ſecond husband the _ "JF: 


a\- 


E | thy perſons, and as much lamented: | 
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Gods holy Name be bleſſed for © *F 
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